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PROGRESS OF HEDICAL SCIENCE. 


indications of caries in the head of the malleus, and cannot be cured in any 
other way. 

Dr. Randall, however, prefers to rely on other methods, like injections 
into the attic, as he has not found excision of much value. 

The Forms of Neuritis occurring in tiie Acoustic Nerve as the 
Result of Meningitis. 

Professor Gradekigo, of Turin, has published (Annales da Maladies 
de rOreille, September, 1890) the results of further study of this question, 
in a paper read at the recent Congress at Berlin. He has demonstrated 
that grave bilateral purulent infiltrations of the acoustic and facial nerves in 
the internal auditory canal, sufficient to destroy the nervous fasciculi of the 
cochlear nerve, where these penetrate the tabula cribrosa, are almost con¬ 
stant symptoms of cerebro-spinal meningitis and also of otitic and tuberculous 
meningitis. Bacteriological examination of microscopic sections revealed in 
the pus about the seventh and eighth nerves the existence of the same micro¬ 
organisms which had provoked the meningitis, viz., the diplo-streptococcus 
lanceolatus in cerebro-spinal meningitis, and the bacillus of Koch in tubercu¬ 
lous meningitis. Furthermore, Gradenigo detected in the mucous membrane 
of the vestibular wall of the tympanum these pathogenic organisms in the 
region of the canal of Fallopius, so that he inclines to the belief that this 
canal constitutes in cerebro-spinal meningitis the path of transmission of 
virus from the internal auditory canal to the middle ear. Thu3 the patho¬ 
genesis of purulent otitis media so often following the otitis interna of 
cerebro-spinal meningitis, can he explained. 
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Gunshot-wound of the Pharynx and Lodgement of the Missile 
Without any Subjective Symptoms of its Presence. 

Dr. Emil Aronson, of Libau, has recorded (St. Petereb. mcd. Woch., No. 
3G, Sept. 1890) a unique case of the lodgement in the pharynx of a cylin¬ 
drical iron projectile weighing nineteen grammes, and four and a half centi¬ 
metres in length, without producing any subjective symptoms whatever of 
its presence as a foreign body. A man invented a projectile to be held in 
the mouth and to be discharged at will by blowing a plunger down upon the 
fulminating compound. He had not taken the recoiling force of the ex¬ 
plosion into consideration, and so the first time he tried his projectile it uot 
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only went off, but the mobile portion, driven backward, broke through hia 
incisor teeth and became firmly imbedded in bis pharynx, whence it had to 
be pried out. 

Laryngitis. 

A case of subglottic oedema of the larynx, especially in its posterior por-. 
tion, after the ingestion of two tablespoonfuls of a 2J-per-cent. solution of 
potassium iodide, one at noon and the other in the evening, has been reported 
by Dr. Albert Rosenberg, of Berlin ( Deut . med. Woch., Sept. 11,1890). 
In most cases of cedemn of this character the lesion involves the^aryteno- 
epiglottic folds, or the epiglottis. 

Myxoma of the Efiglottis. 

In the N. Y. Med. Journ., Sept. 6, 1890, Dr. S. O. Vanderpoel, of New 
York, reports a hyaline myxoma of the lingual surface of the epiglottis, in 
association with pernicious amemia which terminated fatally. The tumor, 
the bulk of a horse-chestnut, was removed with' the electric incandescent 
snare, and a slight recurrence took place a few weeks later. Dr. Vanderpoel 
calls attention to the fact that pernicious amemia and pseudo-leucocythoemia 
are frequently accompanied by morbid growths in various portions of the 
body. * 

Nasal Hyororuhcea. 

In the N. Y. Med. Journ Sept. 6,1890, Dr. T. Melville Hardie, of 
Chicago, reports two instances of long duration in married German women, 
forty-three and forty-two years of age respectively; a remarkable coincidence 
in exemplification of the well-known but little comprehended law of similars. 
The record is enhanced by an illustrated report by Dr. Casey A. Wood on 
the eye-symptoms. 

Look beyond the Nose. 

This is the title of a paper (N. Y. Med. Journ., Sept. 27, 1890) by Dr. 
Solomon Solis-Cohen, of Philadelphia, in which he deprecates the too 
frequent attribution of neurotic maladies to abnormal conditions of the in¬ 
terior of the nose. In exemplification he details a case of periodical head¬ 
aches said to have been of twenty years' duration, treated ineffectively for 
some two years by various rhino-chirurgical procedures, and substantially 
relieved, if not cured, by constitutional measures, mainly the administration 
of quinine hydrobromide. 

A second case is reported of excruciating headaches and occasional in- 
Bomnia for years, variously attributed to uterine, ocular, and nasal maladies, 
and ineffectually treated on these lines, but succumbing in great measure to 
constitutional treatment directed to gastro-intestinal irritation and consequent 
lithmmia. A third case is mentioned in which a patient has had no reflex 
disorders and does not know what a headache is, despite a deviated and 
thickened septum in contact with both middle turbinates, a posterior enlarge¬ 
ment of one lower turbinate, and engorgement of the erectile tissue upon 
both sides of the septum posteriorly. 



